A multiple Super
Bow! winner and
pivotal member
of a renowned
New England
offensive line,
this Patriot,
nevertheless,
marchestoa
tune that’s
decidedly

his own.

EE puraus aligmnus

QT Walks

Anvone who has spent any weekend cauch time witching foothall has surely seen che
Visa® commercials wich all-world quarcerback Tom Brady cur on the town with his fulls
clad offensive linemen in tow. Among Brady's protective giznts, serving s “metaphaors”

for the credit cand's securicy fearures, is Mare Light (1T arb. In the role of zero labilio,”

Light could likewise be & walking metaphor for his own voung NFL career.

Already a part of three Super Bowlwinning teams, Light has hardly been a liabilic
to the New England Patriors. Entering the xaaf season, he had started 6o straight
gimes at lefr cackle, dating to the toth geme of his rookie season in 2001, And like the
famed quasterhack he's paid to protece, Light's never even lost a playeff game. But
wonld vou heficve its something he never dreserned shout as a childs

“1 never even warched a Super Bowl unril | played in one,” Lighe SVS.

Ao avied oaedanrsman, Light spent has bovhood l:[.l:t'n in Crreenville, Dhio, fis hjﬂj_‘!.
hunting and exploring. “Axa kid, | thought mayhe T would be a forest ranger oot in che
middle of nowhere,” cavs Light, “Bur as | il older, 1 warried aboor m;zk_ing ends meee
oue in che wools.”

i the kid who simply enjoved cromping around outside and plaving foothall didn’t
think abour college until he started geeting Jecrers after his jusior year. He didn't think
abour the pros uneil after the Cruthack Bowl in bes panior vear at Purdoe when agenes
started expressing incerest. Still, pone of the success came Eils

“I chink about the first conveesation T had wich Mate abour minang from cighe cnd
to tackle," says Joc Tiller, his former coach. Tiller had arrived ac Purduc in the spring af
1997 after Light had played in several games his freshman vear ar tighe end, even cateh-
iNg OnE pass.

Light initially resisted the position move. Tillee persisted: “1 said, “That's vour
choice, Matt. But if vou po 1o tackle, who knows, vou might have a future in chis game.”

That furure blossomed as Light grew from a 230-pound freshman to 3 276 pound
redshirs sophomore (he lose one year to injuryt o 3ac-plos pounds in bis senior year
thought he had a preat temperament for an affensive lineman,™ Tiller sitvs. “He's a vough
guy and kind of a nasty guy, but he controls it Some guys are thar wav and they cn't
concral i, As g resolr, TCY ' TE (00 IEpTessme rjl'['n_-naix'c]_'.' and thev put themeelves in com-
promising positions. Matt's aggressive, but his is a controlled appression,”

Light improved exch vear at Purdue as a player, controlling his aggression on the
field while adding weighe and finding lavghs on campus, *1 would characterize him as 2
character,” savs Tiller, “He had a loc of fun here as Purdue,”

“Is that a polite way of saving I'm a little of 2" Lighe asks, "T goess T did like the
pracrical jokes hack then.”

One joke included convincing a writer working on a storv about the hobhies of vari
ous players that he and reammate Jimmy Niedeach (CFS'0g) were members of a local
band. *There was a story about Travis Dorsch’s bascball colleetion,” Light says. “5owe
wanted to rop thar.” Unbeknownst to che pair, whom Light savs. “knew about four
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chords between us,” the writer armanged for a mini-concert on the so-yard ling of
Rass-Ade Stadium and a photo, complete wich cheerleaders.

“We trned to free-lance our way theough Jolnny Coash and then a [ank Junicor
tune,” Light says, "asil they kept telling us to zcr natusal.” But the gig was cquickly up.
In another photo op, Light convineed seme teammates o pose in Speedos,

T Lhars net g good leok for a 3oo-pound puy," Light says of o photo that ended up in
LIS Ty,

“I'had a greas time,” s Laght, "Back with [Drew]) Drees and che guys, we had 2
tot of goval timwes on the hill. 1l always comembser Purcdoe as a classy, firse-rate univer-
sicy which had a small-town feeling, bur the big-time fun. And ©abways enjoy getting
Frack and hanging ouc wich old friends."

Carlerk Thowns, o secrerary in incercollegiare achletics, remembers che characrer
and the player. ~1 remember Macr from his first day on campus,” she savs, “T also re-
member seeing him ake a bie chae Twas afraid would end his career. He was a fun-lo
ing kid wha has gune on o do some grear chings.”

TRANSITIONING TO ADULTHOOD

From the high times on the hill to Purduc's most recent Bose Bowl appearance, Ligh
was drafred sway from campus in 20401 into the very businesslie world of the NTL, Ir
adlditiom to the game becoming a full-sieae joly, Light also had ro adjust to che real-life
issues of a new life in Boston, mortgages and, in fairly shorr order, 2 wife and kids, “Ir
wits it big lifestyle change,” sy Light, now the father of a 3-vear-old daugheer and 2 6
maonth-alil somn,

Forthe champion Patrioes, a workmanlike approach to fomball is teademark co
their success, On a cypical day, Light awakens at 6 a.m. to get o work by 247 Teen-
ment for varioes ailments and mocning meetings take him amd his teammares through
the noon-howr lench. After a two-hour practice, the team returns i meetings 10 o
over what happened in pracrice, usually until about § or 6 pom,

“Ivsareal joh,” Light save, “Ac chis level there's a Lot of stress becavse there's so
much riding on it 1t can he a very tough environmene.”

still, Light's nasty toughness has seeved hin well at the highest level of chis game.
And chere are some chances for leviey off the field, He says he is closest wich his felloy
lineman on the ceam. He amd another Pordoe prvd, Brandon Gorin (1B ool often de-
bare the meerits of a technolngy degree (ike Light's) versus an engineering degree (like
Gorin's). On the Visa commercial, he reporrs, “Tommy {Brady] chrew us a bone with
that. W yukked it up for a couple of days and had a lot of fun,”

While sefersing to Light as che team comedizn, Brady alsa koows how serioushy
the lineman cakes bis job, T my position,” the quarterback says, “vou always want to
knew that vour backside is protecred. There's nabody else 1 rather hove over there.
He's 2 grear player, Mate s goofy as hell, bue [ love hime [ love the facr thar he's aver
there, He's very smart, and ke studies hanl, Football is very importanc o him.”

BETTER LIVING THROUGH GIVING

Three Super Bowl victosies may st be adream come crue for Lighe, bu ic's mare
than s geod resume builder for a poteatial forese snger, His biggese gain, Lighc
claims, is his family ot home, “Life is o stepping stone,” he says, "and you go from ane
rieck toanocher.

“T've Iuvl 1o marure. Yoo can cell
Carlera {Tiller's adminiserative nssistant}
that. Tve learned to change diapers and
make boteles. My wile has me on a pree-
oy pood program.”

And part of the program of transi-
eiomany to full adule mareration, for
Lighr anyway, is giving someching bock,
He began the Light Foundation w help
kids in the areas in which he's lived.

“Chur cagline is “Berter Living
Through Giving',™ he says, “s0 we donare
a lor o other chariries. We seek non-
profirs thar are small but are capable of
makeng o big impace,”

The foundation also has mun two dif-
ferent free football camps, ooe a0 Chio
and anather in Rhode [land. *We had
sponsored over Soo kids for five days in
Rhaode Tslund List sumes,™ Light says.

His ultimare goal would be to open
camps, similar to Paul Newman's =The ]
Flesle i thae Woall Crang Camp,” char
would incroduce kids to the outdoors,
W wnnt to eanke kids onowonds watles,
reach them how o shoor a bow.” Lighe
savs, We'te a wavs off from getting
there, but of the money raised cach year,
we keep some oo fund char dream.”

Lighr alsowants to host an event
back ar Murdue. *Nothing roo normal,
though,” he savs. “1 chink everyone is
Bored with polf tournaments, We could
ilo aporting clays or something like
that.”

Who knows? After o day of fumd-
raising and outdnor fun, mavhe revelers
could top the evening off with a karaoke
course through the Jolnny Cash song-
boalk. It cowld make for 2 good photo

PPOCTULTY.
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